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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

All pending claims (28, 48, 49, and 51-73) were examined in this final office 
action. 

Response to Arguments 

Pertaining to claim objections 

The Applicant amended claims 62 and 69-73. Objection to claims 62 and 69- 
73 is withdrawn. 

Pertaining to rejection under 35 USC 103 in previous office action 

Applicant's arguments filed 06 March 2006 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. The second objective of Nakayama is to provide an 
incentive to an information discloser to provide more information disclosure. This 
requires registering the information. Nakayama clearly discloses ways to 
motivate an information disclosure to continue disclosing more information as 
noted below. Information disclosers earn positive and negative points based on 
contributed content evaluations (i.e. accesses to contributed content)(see at least 
col. 1, lines 47-51; Fig. 124; Fig. 125). 
Pertaining to Official Notice 

The Examiner respectfully disagrees with the Applicant. Under frequent 
shopper rewards programs, participants receive incentives by contributing value 
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to the business that sponsors the program. Their value is their patronage Ithat 
sustains and helps the business entity continue to stay in business. 

The Examiner is providing a copy of "Frequent Flier Perk First-Class Upgrade 
Most Sought After Chicago Tribune, 04 March 1990 (PTO-892, Item: U) to 
support taking of Official Notice. Fliers contribute to the system via their 
patronage and their wallets, and in return receive incentives to continue using the 
system and access to better services through contributions. It's a great concept 
and it's been around for a long time. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject 
matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

1. Claims 28, 48, 49, and 51-73 are rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Nakayama (Paper #20051019, US 6,339,774) in view of 
Official Notice (Paper #20051019, regarding old and well-known in the arts). 

Nakayama teaches a an information sharing system and method adapted to 
determining the degree of contribution of a specific user to the system on the 
basis of the frequency of access and the contents of the retrieved by the user 
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and feeding it back to the user in order to give an incentive to the user to further 
the utilization of information (see at least col. 1 , line 52-57). Nakayama teaches 
users disclosing content for information sharing by using the content registration 
to submit content to a content database (see at least Fig. 91 (9104, 9108); Figs. 
92-98). Nakayama teaches rewarding users with positive incentives for 
registering content based on frequency, accessing content, making evaluations, 
and submitting questions, and further Nakayama further teaches penalizing a 
user for not making a positive contribution (please note: system recognizes that 
user "Akoi" as receiving zero points for information registration and user 
"Yamada" negative points for evaluations) (see at least Fig. 124). Nakayama 
further teaches: 

• Recommended contents are output bv output means: user submits search 
terms or query to receive content recommendations consistent with search 
terms (see at least Figs. 5A and 5B). 

• Checking access history of the user: stores accumulated history of access 
and content registration (Fig. 124). 

• Number of registration times: track frequency of registration (see at least 
Fig. 124 (REGISTRATION); col. 57, lines 32-38). 

• Content registration: user registers content (see at least Fig. 91 (9104, 
9108); Figs. 92-98). 
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• History: stores user information references and information utilization and 
associates with (see at least Fig. 77 A (reference history); col. 43, lines 1- 
9). 

• Recommendation: returns search content, provides evaluations as being 
recommendable. 

• Extraction means: (see at least col. 24, lines 56-63). 

• Content: please note: content can pertain to any topic (not limited to 
business use). 

Nakayama teaches all the above as noted under the 103(a) rejection and 
teaches a) the importance of populating the information sharing system with user 
content, b) users receiving positive incentives for frequency of registering content 
and frequency of accessing content in an online information sharing system, and 
c) providing zero incentives when content is not registered, but does not disclose 
access history control means and content registration means determining access 
to content (i.e. if user registers two pieces of content then the user is entitled to 
ten accesses to content). The Examiner takes the position that incentive 
programs that reward a participant based on contributed value is old and well- 
known in the arts. For example, a traveler takes one flight and receives 500 
frequent flyer miles or points, or a shopper buys one and gets two free, or two 
people with information that the other would like to have shared- quid pro quo. 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at time of 
the invention to modify the system, method, and means of Nakayama to 
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implement a quid pro quo incentives system, method, and means as taught by 
Official Notice, in order to populate the information sharing system with user 
content, and thereby attract users to the service. 
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Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of 
time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will 
the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

• US 20010047290 (Petras et al.) 29 November 2001 ; teaches a system 
for automatically creating and maintaining a database of information 
utilizing user opinions about subjects, and offering incentives to 
contribute. 

• US 2001/0027416 (Nakamura) 04 October 2001 ; teaches incentives to 
motivate users to contribute content to a bulletin board service. 
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• Sloane; "Frequent Flier Perk First-Class Upgrade Most Sought After" 
Chicago Tribune, 04 March 1990, Proquest #28817277, 3pgs; teaches 
frequent flier rewards programs. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Robert M. Pond whose telephone number is 
571-272-6760. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM-5:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Mr. Jeff Smith can be reached on 571-272-6763. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
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Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Robert M. Pond 
Primary Examiner 
May 23, 2006 



